ESSAY 1.     PROSPECTS   OE   POPULAR   GOVERNMENT.

tinent through the admiration with which it inspired
a certain set of French thinkers towards the middle
of the last century. At the outset, it was not English
Liberty which attracted them, but English Toleration
and also English Irreligion, the last one of the most
fugitive phases through which the mind of a portion
of the nation passed, but one which so struck the
foreign observer that, at the beginning of the present
century, we find Napoleon Bonaparte claiming the
assistance of the Pope as rightfully his because he
was the enemy of the British misbeliever. Gradually
the educated classes of France, at whose feet sat the
educated class of all Continental countries, came to
interest themselves in English political institutions ;
land then came two events, one of which greatly
encouraged, while the other in the end greatly dis-
couraged, the tendency of popular government to
diffuse itself. The first of them was the foundation
of the United States. The American Constitution is
distinctively English ; this might be proved alone, as
Mr. Freeman has acutely observed, by its taking two
Houses, instead of one, or three, or more, as the
normal structure of a legislative assembly. It is in
fact the English Constitution carefully adapted to a
body of Englishmen who had never had much to do
with an hereditary king and an aristocracy of birth,
and who had determined to dispense with them
Altogether, The American; Republic has greatly